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THE GUIDE TO YOUR STAR STUDENT REPORT 
CALIFORNIA ALTERNATE PERFORMANCE 
ASSESSMENT 

THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

This guide helps you follow your child’s report and the recommendations that are provided. 
Some sections of your child’s report are translated word for word and other sections are 
translated more generally. 

 Your child’s information 
Here you find: your child’s student number, date of birth, 
grade, test date, school, and district. If available, your 
mailing address also appears. 

 Introductory Letter from the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Each year, the Standardized Testing and Reporting 
(STAR) Program measures your child's progress in 
meeting California's Content Standards that describe 
what all students should know and be able to do at each 
grade level. Your child participated in the STAR Program 
by taking the California Alternate Performance 
Assessment (CAPA). The CAPA measures your child's 
understanding of selected California content standards. 

This report shows your child's scores on the CAPA test. 
I encourage you to discuss these results with your child 
and your child's teacher(s). Besides giving you valuable 
information about monitoring your child's academic 
progress, test scores help us understand how well our 
schools are doing and how we might do better in the most 
important job of all – preparing students to succeed in school and beyond. 

 Your child’s scores and performance levels 
See how your child did on the CAPA by looking at the vertical black bars below each subject 
heading. The number at the top of each bar is your child’s exact score on the test. The colored 
boxes to the left and the text at the bottom of each black bar provide your child’s performance 
level in each subject. There are five performance levels: Advanced, Proficient, Basic, Below 
Basic, and Far Below Basic.  

 You can use these Web addresses to find complete STAR results (http://star.cde.ca.gov) and 
your school’s Accountability Report Card (http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/sa/). You can also 
request a copy of the School Accountability Report Card (SARC) at your child’s school. 

 How should I use these STAR Program results? 
This section suggests other ways to monitor your child’s educational progress, including 
through classroom tests, assignments, and grades. You can use these sources of information 
to talk with your child’s teacher about specific areas of improvement. 

 

 

 



 More about CAPA levels 
This section provides more information about your 
child’s test results by explaining the CAPA levels. The 
table on the left shows that CAPA is organized into 
five assessment levels. Most students eligible for 
CAPA take the assessment level that corresponds 
with their current school grade, but some students 
with complex and profound disabilities take the Level I 
assessment. The assigned level is not related to 
individual ability in a particular content area. English–
Language Arts and Mathematics are always given at 
the same assessment level.  

The Web site in this box (http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ 
sr/capa.asp) provides more information about the 
CAPA program.  

 More about the performance standards 
This box provides descriptions of the five performance 
levels for the English–Language Arts CAPA Level 
your child took (in the box to the left) and Mathematics 
(in the box to the right). While your child may be able 
to complete tasks described in each paragraph, the 
performance level is based on how your child scored 
on this particular test. Talk to your child’s teacher for a more complete understanding of your child’s 
progress.  
 
 
 
  

 

 


