
District STAR Coordinator Workshop 2009 
 
Objectives 

District STAR coordinators will follow correct STAR procedures and train site 
coordinators to conduct testing consistently. 
 

 
 
Agenda 

CST and CMA for Writing 

Registration and take quiz 

Introduction and What’s New  

District STAR Coordinator’s Responsibilities 

Multiple-Choice Tests 

CMA 

CST 

CAPA 

STS 

EAP 

Q & A with CDE 

Summary 

 
 

 
 
 
What were the main messages from Jack O’Connell, State Superintendent of Education 
and J.T. Lawrence, Department of Education Testing Director? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Which of the changes for 2009 impact your district the most?  
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Test Site Coordinator Responsibilities 

o  

Training Tips 
o Active learning 

Why inventory? 
 
 
Train Site Coordinators 

 
Topics to cover: 
o  

o  

o  

o Accommodations, Modifications, Variations 
What are  differences between test accommodations and modifications? 
 
 
Who uses test variations? 
 
 
Where can examiners and site coordinators find the meanings for the circles in answer 
document sections A2, A3, and A4? 
 
 

What does X in A2 Testing Conditions indicate? 
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Coordinate Testing Schedules 

  

 

 

What is the function of test parts? 
 
How do you determine testing schedules? 
 
How do you know when you will receive your orders of testing materials? 



Receiving and Returning Multiple-Choice Scorables 
Receiving materials 
o When? 
o What is the first thing a district STAR coordinator should do when materials arrive? 

 
Returning materials  
To expedite processing, pack in this order: 
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California Standards Writing Tests 
Counts for ___% of student’s English–Language Arts score. 
 

 
 
Writing test demographics should match multiple-choice demographics in these fields: 

 
 
Trick Question 
 
If Kim was absent for the March writing test and make up, what should you mark in sections A1, 
A2, A3, and A4 on the back of her test booklet? 
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California Modified Writing Assessment Tests 
 
• For students in grades 4 or 7 who_____________________________ 
 
 
• Same dates as CST writing tests 
 
 
Differs from CST writing test: 
 
 CMA example 

… 
 CST example 

 
 

 CMA 

 
 

 CST 
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California Modified Assessment   

What is it? 
 
Who takes it? 
 
Grade three—Student marks answers in test booklet. 
• Required to be returned for all students tested or not; contains all demographics. 

 

Grades four through eight—Students mark CST and CMA answers in the same answer document, but in different sections. 

 
 
Grade eight—All students take CST for mathematics tests. 
 
Test booklets: 
• ELA, mathematics, grade five science but only if the students IEP team determines that the student should take the CMA instead of the CST. 
• Students may take a CST for one subject and a CMA for another. 
• Return both CST and CMA booklets in one bundle/school 

Braille 
• Grades three through five multiple choice only 
• Not available for grades six through eight; instead, read aloud mathematics or science, and take the CST for ELA  
• Not available for writing
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Comparison of CMA and CST 
 
What differences do you see between these two grade five science items? 
 
 

CST CMA  



 

California Standards Tests 
English–Language Arts 
• All grades 
• EAP for grade eleven—grade 11 ELA + additional EAP questions + EAP essay (in March) 

 
End-of-Course Mathematics 
• Grade seven—Algebra I (if not, grade seven mathematics) 
• Grades eight and nine—Required: General Mathematics, Algebra I, 

Geometry, Algebra II, Integrated Mathematics 1, 2, or 3; if course completed 
in the previous summer session or during current school year 

• Grades ten and eleven—Only if standards-based mathematics course 
completed in previous summer session or during current year: Algebra I, 
Geometry, Algebra II, Integrated Mathematics 1, 2, or 3, High School 
Summative Mathematics (for standards-based mathematics higher than Algebra II) 

 

• EAP for grade eleven—Algebra II or High School Summative Mathematics + additional EAP 
questions 

 
Science 
• Grades five, eight, and ten—All students must take the grade-level science test in the test 

booklet. 
• Grades nine through eleven—End-of-course science; Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, 

Physics, Integrated/Coordinated Science 1, 2, 3, or 4; only if standards-based science course 
completed during current year 

  

 
End-of-Course World History 
• Grades nine through eleven—Only if standards-based world history course completed in 

previous summer session or during current year 
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California Alternate Performance Assessment 

CAPA Level I scoring rubric changed. Ensure all CAPA examiners 
receive training. How? 

 
• Who takes the CAPA?  

• What are CAPA levels? 

• Examiners should NOT keep repeating cues until student responds correctly. 
 

• Observers 
o 10 percent of students (at least 1 student) at each level tested at each school 
o Must score at same time, but independently of examiner 
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Standards-based Tests in Spanish 
Pruebas de los estándares de California 

 
What are the requirements for taking the STS? 
 
 
What grades are included in the STS? 
 
 
What STS mathematics test may students in grades eight through eleven take? 
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STAR Pre-Test Workshop Evaluation 
Please answer the following questions and leave the evaluation before you exit the workshop. 
 
1. What is the most important thing you learned at this workshop? 
 
 
 
2. What could we do to improve the workshop? 
 
 
 
3. What questions do you have about the STAR Program that are still unanswered? 
 
 
 
4. What information from this workshop will you use the most in your district? 
 
 
 
5. Please rate the following on a scale of 1–5 (circle the number.) 

 
Advanced Proficient Basic Below Basic 

Far Below 
Basic 

Workshop overall 5 4 3 2 1 
Presenter’s style 5 4 3 2 1 
Video 5 4 3 2 1 
Handouts 5 4 3 2 1 
Slides 5 4 3 2 1 

 
6. Additional comments: 
 
 
 
7. Optional: 
 
 
 

 

Your Name Your School District 
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